"are we differences between Protestant and 
atholic? They are many and for the most part 

ferences. Any attempt to make them appear 
ds negotiable _ is just so much nonsense. His- 
the difference is to be measured by that great 
of the Holy Spirit of God, the Reformation. 


| 

in translating the Scriptures, so that all 

- themselves what God had to say to them. 

2d the Church to recognize the consummate 
nighty God and the triumph of that Grace 


lit should be consistent with the Christian 
e morality of Roman ecclesiastics certainly 
but Romish doctrine remained unreformed. 


an 


Blair, Nebraska, October 27, 1958 
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prisoned, in an unsuccessful effort to suppress the 
Reformation. In the end she had to accept the fact 
that reform had come to stay. 


The Roman Church makes no secret of her absolute 
abhorrence of the Reformers and the Reformed Church- _ 
es. She denies their right to exist as Churches at all. 
In her judgment they are all of illegitimate birth. She 
ranges them all under the ill-mannered designation of 
“non-Catholic,” and appoints missionaries to bring a- 
bout their conversion to the Roman Catholic religion. 
It comes to this, that the differences between Roman — 
Catholic and Protestant are too big for diplomatic ad- he 
justment. Roman Catholics say so plainly, and demand, — a 
sometimes persuasively, and sometimes imperatively, 
that we submit body, soul, and intellect to her authority. 


Protestantism holds to the authority of the Word of — 
God, and goes so far as to say to Rome—“Show us 
your supremacy and infallible authority from the Scrip- 
tures, the Word of God, and we will receive it. If that — 
supremacy had no place in the Apostolic Church, then © ae 
nothing can make it either Catholic or Christian.” = 

Roman Catholic doctrine of today is considerably 
more than it was in the time of the Council of Trent, — 
and it may safely be assumed that Roman Catholicism 
of the future will show further additions to that held “A 
by Roman Catholics today. DF 


—The Sentinel 
—United Church Observer 


- ALC PASSES UNION 
‘DOCUMENTS 

«+The American Lutheran Church 
assembled in Convention at San An- 
2 tonio, Texas, unanimously adopted the 
Union Documents and thus approved 
the merger of the ALC, the ELC and 
the UELC in 1960. The work of the 
Joint Union Committee the next 18 
n ionths will be to set up the organiza- 
on of the church, which will be 
fficially organized in April, 1960. 


Chaplain Gilbert Jensen has accepted 
‘all from Our Savior’s Church at 
ansas City, Kans. He is expected to 
et to Kansas City, Jan. Ist. 


Olds, Alberta, Can. Philip Jorgen- 
oT theological student intern, is 


ana College has 323 students this 
ar. This is about 20 more than last 
; _ 132 are from Iowa, 70 from 
_ Nebraska. The others are from 19 
other states and Canada. 214 are men 
1 109 women. 
DR. EMPIE TELLS ALC 
MERGERS WON’T KILL NLC 


ar cooperative agency will still 
essary after the two major Lu- 
mergers now underway are 
nsummated. teed - 

That was the opinion voiced at San 
mio, Texas, by Dr. Paul C. Empie, 
utive director of the NLC, in 
ing greetings to the 15th biennial 


merger will unite the ALC 
ical Lutheran Churches, while the 


ed, Augustana, Finnish Evangeli- 
Seon American Evangelical Lu- 
n Churches. . 

. Empie told the delegates that 
consummation of the present mer- 
ss would increase rather than de- 
ase the need for closer cooperation 
ween the United groups. The type 
cooperative organization would, of 
ourse, have to be determined by the 
urches themselves, he added. , 
_ The NLC executive declared that as 
mg as we do not have complete Lu- 
_theran unity, we may often find times 
yhen because of doctrinal convictions 
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the National Lutheran Council or a — 


ith the Evangelical and United Evan- 


is being negotiated by the 


HE ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Organ of the 
ited Evangelical Lutheran Church, published 
kly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


es 


we must say “no” in certain areas of 
cooperation. 


“But let’s not stop there,” he said. 


“Rather let us find out why we must 
say ‘no’ and then have conversations 
as to what must be done to overcome 
the obstacles.” The NLC can become 
the forum in which these conversations 
can take place, he said. 

As an example, Dr. Empie pointed 
to the problems that arise as the gov- 
ernment is more and more entering 
fields where the Church has an in- 
terest. 

“The National Lutheran Council 
cannot form a decision,” he said, “for 
there is no common Lutheran posi- 
tion agreed upon by all Lutherans. 
But the Council can be a place where 
Lutherans can come together for dis- 
cussion so that they may arrive ata 
common position.” 


DR. SCHUH SEES MERGERS 
AS STEP TO TOTAL UNITY 

The President of the American Lu- 
theran Church said at San Antonio, 
Texas, that “the seeds have already 
been planted” for total Lutheran 
unity in America. 

“It is my firm conviction that the 
seeds have been sown and, if nur- 


tured, will continue to grow,” asserted 


Dr. Henry F. Schuh, who has headed 
the 973,000-member ALC since 1951 


and is now serving his second six- 


year term. 


_ older members and was 


Addressing delegates to the denomi- — 


nation’s 15th biennial convention, Dr. 


Schuh said the ALC will enter union 
with two other Lutheran bodies “with | 


the conviction and prayer that it will 
be a giant step toward the ultimate 
goal, one Lutheran Church in Ameri- 
ca.” 

He was speaking of the merger with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church into a single body of more 
than two million members, scheduled 
to take place in 1960. se 


“We are not joining this union as a 


< 


_ presented a p 


means of gaining in size, or of sharing — 


in the cost of operation,” he added, 


“We have one purpose and that is to _ 


show forth the unity that we have in 


Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


Dr. Schuh said the motivation ter 
the three-way merger is that “we may _ 
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urch when ten or n 


among Lutheran brethrer 
“That implies that this 
will go further and eventu 
other Lutheran bodies that 
ing of merger and that the t 
come when there will be one 
body in America,” he said. — 
He predicted that discu ssions 
wider union will begin a 
present merger moves a 
mated. In addition to 
merger, negotiations ar 
conducted between the 
theran Church, Augustan: 
Church, Suomi Synod and 
Evangelical Lutheran Chu: 


Norma, North Dakota. 
bers of the Norma W.M. 
ity Lutheran Church, K 
Dakota, were recently p 
Life Membership pins. 
Dahl, now of the Luth 
the Aged, Minot, No. I 
Norma, No. Dak., is a c 
and the Societies of R 
sen’s parishes visited 
group to make the pres 

Mrs. Christine Mahnke i 


pin at a regular meetin; 
many years of memb¢e 
ful service. es age 
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year in advance 


Re may be ey to believe that the Roman 
> Church has changed since the time of Luther. 
to see this. It is true that in some European 
such as in Scandinavia, West Germany, and 


ot afford to act as they do in Spain and South 
where they are in the majority. In these 


; where the Roman Catholics are in the minor- 
> is freedom of religion. But the majority al- 
ss to suppress the minority. Because the 
is work on the principle that ee are the only 
aurch. 

man Church has grown worse in many respects 
time of Luther. It has added three unscrip- 
trines to its faith. It has decided that the 
infallible in matters of doctrine. It also de- 
the Virgin Mary was immaculately conceived. 
it decided that Mary was taken into heaven 
ad soul. Which means that she did not die, 
, she now reigns as the queen in heaven. These 
ines were promulgated even though there 
i iptural basis for them. 

Roman Church has not changed with respect to 
er of the priests and the doctrine of purgatory. 
oman church always emphasizes the power of 
-and the power of the church. It leaves out 
nal relation of the believer to God. 

ways a problem for the Lutheran or the Prot- 
to his attitude to the Roman Church. We like 
‘ant, but we do not want to sacrifice the truth. 
t want to get away from Scripture. 

estion before the sincere Protestant is if he 
ether with the Roman Catholic. The Roman 
snow the way of truth. He needs to learn 
ral way of salvation. Ever since the time 
the Protestant has hoped that he may be 
to the Roman Catholic. 

the Lutherans made an attempt at Minne- 
en the Lutheran World Federation met it 
t a commission should be set up to study 
1an Catholic doctrine. So far the Roman reac- 
been negative. Elsewhere we carry an article 
United Church Observer about this “No“ from 
nan Church. 

the United Church Observer. We 


0 


there is no freedom of religion. In the other 


- Pharisees? 
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senghy want to add Ga as far as we understand the 
LWF decision there was no idea at all to bring the two 
churches together. The idea was simply to study the 
Roman theology and the Roman church so as to be 
better able to answer the Roman church through the — 
knowledge gained by this study. Be 


We have seen several critical editorial comments — 
during the past year about this decision. We think 
that they have misunderstood the intent of the motion. 
We are sure that no delegate voted in favor of the 
motion with the idea that there should be any surrender ~— 
to Rome. It was rather the opposite. Some optimistic _ 
men may have thought that by getting to study to- 
gether, the Romans might be convinced. 


We still hold what Luther said at Worms, that unless" Ee 
we are convinced by Scripture and clear reason, there 
will be no yielding. a 


Whether a few Roman Catholics may yield to us is 
another question. There is the possibility that the — 
many dissatisfied and hungry souls in the Roman 
Church may welcome such a study and get courage to 
break with Rome. ; 


No Installment Notices 
For People who say they are hard up 


We have been reading a novel *) of late in which 
there is a man called Pablo. He is a simple fellow with a 
few wants. He is a forthright fellow. His life is under-— 3 
girded by things that are basic. He has few possessions, — 3 
but those he does have are paid for. His mail is not filled oe 
with installment notices for useless luxuries. 


The writer says that he thought of much of our a 


duras aahosany, bik so paper-thin that it cannot stand a 
the scratch of a baby’s fingernail. a 


People who live this life often live in a land of sane 4 
believe where things are not what they seem, and where 
fundamental human values are submerged beneath the 
hogwash of society, where a man is judged, not by his — a 3 
character but by his appearance; not by what he is “4 
but by what he seems to have. oa 


Why not quit all worry and all trying to keep up 
with the Joneses? 


The writer goes on to say that the man I suated a 
each morning was not altogether free from sin and ~ 
hypocrisy. 

Need we write any more? It is the honest and gen- 


uine life that Jesus calls for. Read anew the parable 
of the Pharisee and the Publican. 


Where is the Publican today? Have we all become “ 


*) This Gold is Mine, By Harold E. Dye, Broadman 
Press, 209 pages, $2.75. * 


SOUTH AFRICAN CLERGYMEN 

- WOULD TRADE RACE PROBLEMS 
WITH UNITED STATES 
Ss Two Dutch Reformed pastors from 
South Africa, studying practices in 
race relations in Chicago, said they 
would like to trade race problems 
with the United States. 
4 Dr. Abraham Johannes Van Der 
Merwe, senior minister of Groot 
- Kerk in Capetown, said in an inter- 
view. “Your problem and that of 
- South Africa can hardly be com- 
red.” 
The Rev. Willem Adolf Landman 
of Malmesbury said, “The Bantus or 
native Africans we have are more 
: comparable to your red Indians than 
to those you call Negroes here.” 
Both clergymen are in the U.S. 
taking part in the State Department’s 
“foreign leader program.” : 
Noting that the U.S. census figures 
ow 15 million Negroes out of a 


Negroes and 12 million Asiatics and 
1 would have a situation more like 


author of “Our 


rd of missions in South Africa. 
he 1,000,000 Hottentots in South 


those classed as “colored.” 
‘We South Africans of European 


o if other stocks take over.” 

r. Van Der Merwe reported that 
e University of Capetown has 300 
ored” students and a number of 
ves. 
outh African hospitals, he said, ad- 
members of all races to the same 
ilding but care for them in sepa 
te sections. 

_ SHORTAGE OF PRIESTS NOTED 
Lack of candidates for the Roman 
Catholic priesthood in Latin American 
_ countries is a “most urgent problem,” 
Pope Pius told heads of seminaries 
_ recently. Though the situation has im- 
proved, the number of young men en- 
ling is insufficient and churches in 
_ Latin American lands will still require 
_ clergy from other lands to staff their 
work, the Pontiff said. ; 

_ A U.S. survey showed that most 
_ Roman Catholic seminarians here come 
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ulation of more than 160,000,000, 
‘Landman observed, “Suppose you 
500 million red Indians, 45 million 


ial Problem” and has been chair- 
1 of the Dutch Reformed Church’s 
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from middle-class families, graduate 
from a hometown high school and 
have at least one relative in religious 
service. The Rev. Joseph Fichter, 
Loyola University sociologist, said 60 
per cent of the seminarians have par- 
ents in white-collar jobs. Only 10 per 
cent come from lower-income fam- 
lies. 

Roman Catholic families “of higher 
status” presumably the upper middle 
class, show proportionately greater fi- 
delity to religious practices than those 
of the lower classes,’ Father Fichter 
revealed, challenging “the widely held 
notion that poverty and piety are cor- 
related.” Most remarkable social shift 
today is that of Roman Catholics from 
“the lower to the middle classes,” he 
said. 

Roman Catholics’ throughout the 
world now number 468 million, ac- 
cording to a Vatican estimate. Italy 
is the “most Catholic” country with 


92 per cent of its population listed as 


church members. 


COMBINED OPERATION BEGUN 

BY SASKATOON SEMINARY 
Another step toward Lutheran unity 

in Canada was taken at Saskatoon, 


Sask., as two seminaries began their — 


first year of combined operation on 
Sept. 16. 


The Wrestler 


THE UNMENTIONED SIN 


The exercise of discipline in congre- 
gations is enjoined in the Bible. Con- 
gregations have such passages as 
Matthew 18:15-17 and II Corinthians 
2:5-11 written into their constitutions. 
The intent has been to examine per- 
sons guilty of some sins and give them 
an opportunity to repent and be re- 
instated in the fellowship of the con- 
gregation. It is reliably reported that 
some congregations include in their 
parish disciplines the stipulation that 
anyone engaged “in the liquor busi- 
ness” is by this disqualified to become 
a member of the congregation, and 
any member who enters the “liquor 
business” is automatically subject to 
dismissal from the membership. 

Other congregations single out other 
areas for rigid discipline. 
lect adultery, refusing to permit any 


persons whom they decide are guilty 


of adultery to receive the sacrament 


of communion. Others have sought to — 
exercise discipline on members guilty 


of stealing or falsehood. 


_The selection of these areas for 
discipline can be an arbitrary thing. 
There is a place for discipline in the 
church in many areas. One area in 
which the church has been fearful of 


They se- | 


- members to “get by” wit 


_ for discipline in this 


. 


were not profe 
_ times their sins wet 


As the su 
lege and Seminary and 
inary, the new Luther 
Seminary opened its doo 
students enrolled, it was re 
Dr. Olaf K. Storaasli, preside 

Twenty-three pre-seminar} 
reside on the Wiggins Avenu 
near the University of Sask 
where most of their classes } 
31 seminary students reside oni 
larger 8th Street campus anc 
classes in the new one-story c! 
building there. a 

Four Lutheran church b 
vide the faculty for the joint 
Its president, Dr. Storaasli; 
trar, Dr. G. O. Evenson; and 
P. Solem are from the E 
Lutheran Church; Prof. Otto 
Jr., from the Augustana > th 
Church; Prof. Martin Leseberg 
the American Lutheran Ch 
Dr. Conrad Kleiner from the 
of Western Canada of the 
theran’ Church in America. 

The largest number of students 
are from the ELC, with 1 from 


bodies 


Augustana, two the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
from the Lutheran Free Ch 
student is from another | 
denomination. aes 
Of the seminarians, nine 

expected to be ready fox 
next spring; two are interns, 
(Turn to page 5) f 
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By S. T. Eward 
— 
Fi ; ie = 
entering is that of the s 
and selfishness. It h 


‘if I feel like doing sor F 
of the church, I’ll do it; if r 

not do any work.” Or “If 
to accept my share of. 
responsibilities, I’ll do 
it is nobody’s business. 
right to interfere with 1 
deliberate refusal to shar 


There is more than ; 


the sins mentioned — 
the New Testament 
the sin of covetousne 
to money. People w 
were unwilling to shar 
came in for 
scathing criti 


bring them to 
repentance. H 
ground in t 
thought into C i 

_ Does not the church have ¢ 
bility to discover and 

‘sins of covetous 
and confront 


| 
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ch life asserted before a 
sional subcommittee in Wash- 
‘D. C., that the programs which 


are no longer in the hands 
people who live on the soil. 
ying before the Family Farm 
mittee of the House Agricul- 
committee, Dr. E. W. Mueller of 
o said that “rural life is in 
dinary flux.” 

jointed out that this has been 


Yy apparent, but that there 
derable disagreement as to 
| trends are good and which are 


A Changing Nation 


, social, and religious goals 
have traditionally envisioned 
te American countryside,” said 
fueller. 

re a rural nation,” he went 
en most of the institutions, 
es, and organizations, which 
people in the countryside, were 
Today we are an urban na- 


eller is secretary of rural 
nning of the National Lu- 
uncil and secretary-treasurer 
merican Country Life Asso- 
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n a parish; nme are middlers 
are juniors. 


EN TO BECOME 

ISTANTS 

hioners in the mountain village 
© in Italy’s southern mountains 
come fond of Father Francesco 
-Losardo during his long pas- 
n the community’s Roman 
- church. When the bishop of 
o transferred him and sent a 
est to Bosco, the villagers 


als to the bishop to have their 
est back went unanswered. 
onth the Rome radio reported 
Hlagers have been boycotting 
‘services conducted by the new 
They have even locked him 


ot returned to their parish 


wo weeks.” 
A oe - 
1 ee 


out by specific trends which’ 


se trends definitely disturb the 


RAL LIFE IN A STATE OF FLUX 


The subcommittee is investigating 
the need and feasibility of establishing 
a “second Commission on Country 
Life.” President Theodore Roosevelt 


-appointed the first such commission 


fifty years ago. 


Needs Survey of Rural Life 

At its 40th annual meeting last 
February, the NLC passed a resolution 
urging that a commission to survey 
rural life be established. 

The Council pointed out that “. . . 
the Church is vitally concerned in the 
shifting of population, in the move- 
ments of its members from rural dis- 
tricts to urban and suburban com- 
munities, in the increasing population 
of rural districts by persons not in- 
terested in agricultural pursuits, in 
the growing lack of homogeneity in 
the rural congregation, and in the 
threatening impoverishment on the 
family farm which affects some of 
the Church’s most faithful members.” 

Dr. Mueller brought the NLC action 


_before the subcommittee and suggest- 


ed four needs which might be filled 
by the proposed commission: 

“1) A body of objective facts that 
has not been colored by sentiment or 
selfish interest; 2) The considered 
judgment of wise, experienced per- 
sons as how to best fix the responsi- 
bility for carrying out policies agreed 
upon; 3) The special insights of the 


social scientists, the philosophers and 
the religious leaders; 4) The many re- 
sources now available to people in 
rural areas and how these resources 
can best be invested for the steward- 
ship of the countryside.” 

Dr. Mueller stressed that a Presi- 
dential Commission would best be able 
to obtain and make available the 
necessary facts, so that rural Ameri- 


cans can—-be masters rather than vic- — 


tims of the agricultural revolution 


which is now taking place. 


Citizenship Emphasized 
“American Churches, as never be- 


fore, are emphasizing the various as- 
pects of responsible citizenship,” he 
said. “They are demanding that peo- 
ple rise above sentiment and selfish 


interest groups and make their de- 


cisions on the basis of facts and that ; a 


which is right and just for all.” 


He added that the second Presi- 


dential Commission on Country Life 
“could be a major step in helping the 


American people exercise real stew- 


ardship of the countryside.” 


“Our interest in this commission is — 


rooted in genuine need as it exists to- 
day,” he said. 


better for themselves,” he added. 


Pointing out the far reaching effects 


of present day trends, Dr. Mueller 
concluded, “It is one thing what hap- 


pens to the individual or the rural 3 | 
another what — 
happens to a nation if the nation per- 


community; but it’s 


mits it to occur.” 
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THEY COULDN’T WAIT 
FOR SPEECHES TO END 

In front of a new Lutheran World 
Service milk bar and food distribution 
center at Hong Kong, the opening 
ceremony was being conducted by 
Senior Representative K. L. Stumpf. 
But at the side door there was a line 
of nearly 1,000 hungry boys and girls 
who just couldn’t wait till it was over. 

So while the speeches continued out 
in front, at the side entrance LWS 
workers distributed buns and mugs 
of powdered milk to the eager young- 
sters. 

In its regular operation the center 
will distribute food parcels regularly 
to more than 3,000 needy Chinese 
families. Mr. Stumpf explained that, 
because of the large volume of re- 
quests for such parcels, the agency 
was obliged to limit them to families 
whose income was less than 40 Hong 
Kong dollars ($6.90) monthly per 
person. 

The supplies distributed here are 
mostly from the United States. They 
include wheat flour, corn meal, rice, 
cottonseed oil and milk powder. 

The center was one of five formally 


opened Sept. 10 by the Hong Kong 


LWS staff. There was one other food e 


distribution center—serving 1,500 fam- 


ilies—and there were two vocational 


training establishments and a commu- 
nity center primary school. 
More than 35 distribution centers 


are now operated in the Colony of 


Hong Kong by the Lutheran World 
Federation’s Department of World 


Service. An estimated 82,000 persons © 
regularly receive food and clothing Wg 
gifts based on LWS case reports. Last _ 


year 15,267 families were registered 
for monthly food allocations. 


BOOK REVIEW 


All books reviewed may be purchased from 
Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. 


Seven Days of the Week 
By Rita . Snowden, Muhlenberg Press, 
129 pages, $1.95. 


Thoughts on Christian Living is the - 


sub-title of this delightful little vol- 
ume in which the author in 39 mes- 
sages gives us her views of the Chris- 
tian life always pointing to Jesus 
Christ. The writer of the book is 
English. A fine little book for a pres- 
ent at any ocasion to any one, lay 
or clergy. 


“Those in rural areas — 
should be alerted to what they can do ~ 
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Three sisters, 64, 43 and 30 decide to move inte 
hold. Pastor Hagedorn delivered this address t th 


Its Place in the New Church cent Illinois District Convention. 


By M. O. Hagedorn 


When three sisters ages sixty-four, forty-three and thirty behooves all of us to become as well acquainte 
ide to move into one household, it goes without saying possible, to understand its working and try to « 
at much preparation and adjustment is necessary. The it to best of our local possibility. 
ree sisters involved are the United Ev. Lutheran Church we itv 
‘ganized in 1896, the Evangelical Lutheran Church organ- The acai pe a eeee 
in 1917, and the American Lutheran Church organized f 
E 1930. The preparations are almost finished and the 
ing in date has been set for Jan. 1, 1961 and the feast 
rejoicing will be the first convention of the merged 
h in April, 1960, at Minneapolis which will be the 
uarters of the new church. 


- 


caayreeatnn and all of its aysitiatie ¢ in that 
to get used to new names, new organizat 
also new territorial lines. All of the ‘ten 
moved out and we will all be in a much 1 


s : beli that all of this will be effectively 
hen all of this is consummated our church will already te recs ne tor a Aes Se 


e gone through great organizational changes. Our church > We believe, also, with the larger facilitie a4 
, ’ 

number over two million members, approximately personnel we will share in Giese church, - 

Bue dec It will reach from northern Canada done more efficiently than ever before. 


trusted with these responsibilities dese 
operation and must constantly be supported | 
cessory prayers. — if F 


est 160 congregations. It might be of interest to know : 
ur present size is 186 congregations with a member- A merger does not proceed without som 
of 60,000 members. This means that within two years means the breaking up of friendship and 

will be an integral part of a large church the potential some of them of many years standing, 
strength of which we pray and hope will serve to the glory established through small conventions | 
of God. ate must not be a day of termination for us but ee wonderful teong friendships are 


oe Sh membered, sy RS ‘Whew need not cease alee 
at Our two sister synods are both the result of a three-way try to find other ways of keeping them up. | 
erger which resulted in great growth and spiritual ex- Christian love is strong and usually finds a 
ence. As it took them a decade or more to learn how against this we must constantly remembs 
e together so we must also angel that we will need_ to gain many, new meena ee ah ee VE 


r tha to join in the words of abide Baring Gould: experience in a forget Christian olen 
: and old. F 


“Onward, then, ye people, (faithful) The above implies that "spate 
Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices, 
In the triumph-song; provincislianae? thare can Scaltys be 
Glory, laud and honor, effective church work, We can no Jon 
Unto Christ the King; - Danes, we Norwegians or we Ge : 
This through countless ages, for real Christian Hee at 


Men and angels sing. 


and cies to see aes he. peer: 
Changes, however, are often disturbing, even if they be for ¢lpful and effective manner. “he 
ie better. But if we are to grow, change cannot be avoid- Position of good-will toward our 
for only the dead and the dormant remain the same. : 
hrough publicity in the press and on the local scene we hrist 

ve been quite thoroughly informed of this great move- wg The Larger c stian , 


ent of merger and its various implications. Hence, when In Kal ie to realize the 


‘many autres: kinds of people, different 
national and cultural backgrounds, because 
inging in home and church where the empha- 
ve differed from ours. This should not be dis- 
challenging and thrilling. We have much to 
1 one another, _ Our synod is the smallest of the 
ters by far, but she is not a ‘weak sister.’ God has 
essed us through our church with its teaching and 
ur leaders and people have been highly esteemed 
work has been highly commended by the leaders 
‘Sister synods. In fact, some of the highest praises 
churchmen have been accorded some of the men 
our own group. We must not therefore enter 
household with an inferiority complex, for in the 
is not ‘bigness’ that counts but what we are by 
less grace. So we must enter as contributors 
; recipients into the new church, thus and Mia 


eh ae only as sinners before God but-also as 
n of God in His grace. 


area in which we need to enlarge our concept 
tewardship area. Smallness of mind with regard 
dship prevails many places, also among our sister 
ut let us look at it for ourselves. Before we do 
a few things clear. First of all, the merger is 
algamation of three corporations for economic 
orofit but it is the fusing together of three seg- 
the Christian church for greater Kingdom work. 
there is no such a thing as a cheaper church, but 
»st you the same wherever you belong, namely, your 

your most. It must always be your utmost for 
t. Anything short of this is failure on your part 
ian stewardship. It will cost you the same 
you belong. A true giver sets aside God’s part 
before he brings it to the church or sends it to 
gdom cause. It is well if our gifts are already 
God before we disburse them for their intended 


large ae much of it nee to us, the causes 
ords much of the personal element in giving will be 
| So unless we develop a real consciousness of 
giving our stewardship life will suffer as will also 
h and its work. There can be no doubt in our 
t if the new church is to grow and is to carry on 
work effectively in the fields of parish work, 
education, missions and charity or welfare work, 
develop a strong Kingdom stewardship conscious- 
s an area in our lives that must be practiced con- 
y by each one of us in the presence of God. If 
as we are prompted by His love and blessing the 
n of God will prosper. (The writer knows of a 
ngregation which supports over forty missionar- 
ign fields involving a budget of well-nigh $50,000.) 


ste wardship involves not only our material resources 


EP anid especially iraeh the Lendership training 
is emphasis has found its way into our synod 
as resulted in much good, But it needs greater 
1d it is our peu we will find it in the new church. 
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we give will seem so far removed from us. In. 


our lives and our talents. Our sister synods have 


are next to the real heart of human need are often fright- 
ened by its immensity. As the population grows it also 
grows. With more people comes more illness, more mental 
illness, more social and domestic problems, more infirm 
and aged, more delinquency among the youth, more poverty 
and also more crime. The need for Christian doctors, 
Christian nurses, Christian Psychiatrists, Christian Physia- 
trists and Therapists, and for Christian Social Workers is 
tremendous, And since the average city pastor has more 
than he can do there is also a great need for Chaplains. 
Twenty years from now the picture promises to be much — 
worse. So if we really want to find our rightful place in 
the new church let us heed the call to serve. It is a statis- 
tical fact that if we had sufficient doctors and physical 
therapists over 90% of our patients suffering from 
stroke could walk again, and over 33% of them could re- 
turn to work, as it is most of them vegetate and waste away. 
Furthermore, it has been stated by an authority that the 
most of our stress mental patients if properly treated could 
return to normal health. 


There is a trend toward the city in our day and manya 
rural parish laments the fact that it loses a large part of 
its youth to the city church. It is easy to see how this hurts 
at the home base. However, if we really see what is oe 
pening, the rural pastor and people may change their feel- — 
ings in the matter. A great mission is performed ‘here be- ; 
cause many of our wonderful city parishioners got their = 
beginning in a country church, and many of them have a 
proven to be leaders of the city churches both on a lay and 
on a professional basis. Remove from our urban lists ae : 
who have come from the rural church and it would see 
a lamentable picture. 


The Heart of the New Church 


In the new church, the congregation remains the heart | x 
of the church whether it be urban or rural. She furnishes 
the lifeblood of the church. She ministers to all, both lead- _ 
er and follower. She has been entrusted with the living 
Word and the sacraments, so whatever our function may 
be in the church to her we must constantly turn for our 
spiritual life and sustenance. Whether a man be bishop or 
pastor, professional or lay, he can never and must never ig 
outgrow the need of his spiritual mother. These lines ee 
imply a reciprocity of loyalty, namely, on the one hand the 
congregation must serve the church at large, its leadership, _ 
its organizations, its missions, its institutions of learning, — a 
and its agencies of welfare. On the other hand all must a 
be faithful and loyal to the local congregation to which hed 
belong. 


and spiritual which are needful for the church at large in 
her mission and work. With her rests also the privilege of 
autonomous operations. She is her own authority subi a 
to the Word of God and its teaching and to such authori- 4 
ties as she may have invested in the leaders of the church — 
through her convention resolutions. 


Was it not of the local congregation that Grundtvig sang © a 
in the following words: i 


“Built on the Rock, The Church doth stand, a 
Even when steeples are falling; he 
Crumble may spires in ev’ry land; hs 
Bells still are chiming and calling. 
Calling the young and old, to rest. 
But above all the soul distressed, 
Longing for peace everlasting. 


Liturgical Frills 
See TAL Sept. 22 
By An Old Layman 


_ Some time ago I heard a sermon by 
Billy Graham, the great evangelist, in 
which he strongly denounced the ten- 
dency to fill our churches with litur- 
: gy, formalism, ceremonies, etc., which 
only served, said he, to hinder God’s 
Spirit in bringing lost sinners to re- 
_ pentance and to a living faith in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The 
ney priestly vestment now adorning 
_clergies also came in for a rap. If 
Billy Graham is right, and I am far 
om being the “only” Lutheran who 
is inclined to believe he is, wouldn’t 
it be commendable if our pastors 
would side in with him and likewise 
sound a warning against what ap- 
_ pears to be only surface worshipping? 
But instead of that we are constantly 
ing indoctrinated in more and more 
rgy as though that is the “One 
ng Needful.” Has someone sud- 


of worshipping? Proponents of 
movement frequently quote the 
ostle Paul: “Let all things be done 
th decency and in order.” Have our 
rch services in the past been con- 
ted indecently and disorderly?—I 
not aware of any teachings in the 
r Testament which tend to stress 
importance nor even the use of 
liturgy in church services. Jesus 
severely rebuked the Pharisees for the 
outward show they put on, and inci- 
dentally He didn’t either comment too 
favorably on their many colored robes 
that they were so fond of exhibiting. 
Jesus told them straight from the 
lder that they honored him with 


" 


_ Salvation and Peace with God through 
the hard way, through repentance and 
conversion, who daily must experi- 
ence trials and tribulation together 


whims. To the average old time 
stian it seems so superficial, May 
_I ask what has become of the line of 
demareation? Christ never erased it. 
é ‘e we all without exception Chris- 
, and is the seriousness of our 


lenly di d tter 
fe knew end. better ‘(as did other readers who wrote in), but have taken to hea 


“Dear Martus Electus” 


* 


The Ansgar Lutheran 


Dear, dear Martus Electus: 


Quite a long time ago you played the role of one of my kind 
in a letter to The Ansgar Lutheran in which you cleverly si 
pen-name instead of your own. You don’t know how happy you 
me. This is simply wonderful. You read my column! True, 
have indicated that they, too, read Scrip Sundry. Mail receiv 
care of the Editor of A. L. runs about ten agreeable to one cri 
But I particularly appreciate comments from critics—especially v 
they are clever enough to remain anonymous, just as I have cho 
do. Fun, isn’t it? We can say exactly what we think and not 
people’s estimation of our thoughts reduced to the lowest persor 
level by having our readers think: “Yeah, he would say something li 
that. I know the guy!” 2) 


I can’t find the particular issue of A. L. in which your letter 
peared, but I believe you said something like this as a side th 
“T have a strong suspicion that Scrip Sundry is a preacher.” Thi 
goes to show how difficult it is to hide a surplice from a man of 
ine perspicacity. Yes, I am a preacher. There. I have said ii 
dentally, your surplice is showing, too. = 


Moreover, it was most noble of you, dear Martus, to point out 
the “wailing wall” is no place for courageous ministers. You said 1 th 
in rebuttal to my assertion that laymen should be more loyal to thei 
pastors and that loyalty to pastor is synonymous with loyalty 
Kingdom .of God. I still consider my point a completely va 


statement concerning the wailing wall. Indeed, let us, as you so 
quently pointed out, “have done with the wailing wall.” You 
absolutely right that pastors should not wail. Of course, I hav 
known any pastor to wail. Yes, I have heard about their probler 
have been in groups of two or more pastors where the hair w: 
down quite a ways. I have been in groups of pastors where we 
griped quite a bit. But afterward, every one of us went back 
duties and problems of the congregation, our sleeves rolled up. 
felt that when I can share my problems with others and hea 
others, too, have their burdens, I am refreshed and encouraged. — > 

‘ - a 


Carrying this point a bit farther, I wonder, Martus, if you will 


say that it was only in the old and mature that he found cy: 
offensive—his point being that older idealists should have de: 
the grace to express dissatisfaction and idealism in something 
graceful than cynicism. But, to be honestly critical, construc 


ee 


critical is idealistic. In my experience, idealists have 
people who were never completely satisfied with anythin, 
quently said so. This has been true of both young and ol 

But you, Martus, you are an idealist. You would have 
dry express himself with perfection at all times. You wer 
that in the column entitled, “For Lay People Only,” Scrip wo 
the impression of wailing. I appreciate your concern. ‘ae. 


By the way, not many idealists write about Scri : Sis ef 
all the other mail on the column was cont plier a 
writers, being probably less idealistic than yourself, agree 
point of the column and took it as an objective statement of . 


my motives. Were they completely pure? Was I com 
tive? I guess we'll both have to let God make final judgme 
point. Meanwhile, leaving all things concerning personalit 
tion of people’s thoughts, actions, and beliefs, I contin 
writing—and reading people’s reactions to my letters. = 
‘Yours for a higher ide 
Serip Sundry, 


ROME SAYS “NO” 


ng has been more emphatic in the ecclesiastical 
d than the Roman Catholic “NO” to the Protestant, or 
elical approach toward more harmonious relationships. 
aodern ecumenicity it will have nothing to do. And 
a woeful understatement! It stands apart in frigid 
= save for occasional “Observation” personnel. 
t long ago, in one of the prominent journals of Ameri- 
highly- placed priest was definite, almost rude, while 
ing a proposal that Roman representatives sit down 
of other faiths and chat over how they could best 
rate in solving the world’s distressing tangles. 
; Protestants blandly pay no heed to Rome’s “iron- 
in” refusals! Stubbornness may be a virtue, but in 
latter, it is seriously open to question. No doubt there 
hose who believe that ‘the constant drop of water will 
away the hardest stone’—but not this stone, St. Peter. 
“rock” is immovable, unimpressible, indestructible. 
_has made her position thoroughly transparent: Come 
to the Mother Church; the door is open—on our terms! 
at was made clear in the Papal statement in the Holy 
to the “estranged brethren.” No discussion or com- 
_ is permitted; walk in as you walked out; accept 
ou refused; submit. Rome wants us to be clear-eyed 
it this! Little or no argument has been allowed since 
er’s day. It is all but hopeless to expect any now. 
why my concern? Something that I read on August 
is the answer. It seems that in Minneapolis, the Presi- 
of the Lutheran World Federation supported the call 
udy of Roman Catholic Theology, the aim of which is 
ing the two Churches together. Bishop Lilje of Ger- 
said to the press that it is “only the first stage of a 
He didn’t state the end or plan in view; but he re- 
dly said that “the Catholic Church stays out of our 
ical relations; we want them in.” After the said 
is in—and it definitely and coldly says it won’t come 
hat follows? Had the good Bishop no fupeaer, end in 
Need there be any mystery? 
je added that the Roman Catholic Church is “mov- 
the times.” Where? Where has it moved, say, 
Ritualistically, I’ve heard, toward fuller con- 
mal participation in worship, but no nearer Protes- 
-That’s a million miles from its “plan.” If it both- 
all, it would deny categorically any change theo- 
lly. Semper idem! is its proud claim. 
y ver, to anyone who has kept abreast of certain R. C. 
edra pronouncements, it is manifest that it has 
” further away from Biblical and Evangelical teach- 
Doctrine of Assumption, etc.) thereby making it im- 
for lovers of the New Testament to accept or fol- 
The Lutherans, whose scholarship all value highly, 
a great deal more, I believe, about Roman Catholic 
ogy than any other comparable body. They’ve had to, 
odness knows, the pronouncements of the Council of 
nd those of Pius V are clear enough! Let’s be frank 
ourselves. We know, the Lutherans included, that the 
n’t back down or compromise. Either would be, 
the end of Romanism as we know it. It is too suc- 
to think of “suicide.” That painful experience must 
-anybody’s. The cat and the canary analogy may 
ient but it is applicable here. ' 
t is the answer to this attitude? Cap-in-hand? 
lly. Certainly it is not a fuller acquaintance with her 
logy, or more extensive acquisition of her liturgical 
3 , but, rather, on our part, a more dedicated stress 
vation by Grace — God’s gift — Cleansing by the 
and a looking forward to the Glorious Hope. Pale 
of Romanism are a bit ludicrous. 
main task appears clear—preach the Good News, live 
justice and freedom for all, and — ignore Ro- 
— Canadian United Church Observer. 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


We Met Our Neighbors 


One of the most interesting programs of the year was 7a 
held at Dana last week. Friday, October 17, was declared _ 
“International Night” on the hill. Se 


Over a dozen dancers and singers from the Omaha and = 
Winnebago Indian reservations were on hand to perform 
such dances as the War Dance, Corn Dance, Friendship s 
Dance and many others. The brightly colored costumes the o 
young Indians wore were exactly like those their forefathers 
wore before the white man ever came to this country. 


Dana’s Folk Dancers performed their Scandinavian folk 
dances, alternating with the Indian dancers. 


Understanding of one’s neighbor has always been an a 
important factor in community peace and happiness. After % 
International Night, we at Dana have a little better under- 
standing of our neighbors to the north. : 


In addition to the dancers, the Modern Language classes — 
sang musical numbers in French, German, Spanish and ~ 
Danish. f 


The evening was a function of the Dana Chapter, Ameri- - 
can Scandinavian Foundation. 


Deputation Team 


A Dana deputation team conducted services at Bethany © r 
Lutheran Church, Ord, Nebraska, last Sunday. The campus — 
Lutheran Student Association sponsors these deputation | 
teams who hold services in the absence of the pastor. 


Deputation téams usually consist of a speaker, a musical 
group (usually a quartet) and an accompanist. 


Enrollment 


Applications are beginning to trickle in for the next 
school year. With each passing year, high school seniors — 
seem to apply for entrance to college earlier. Catalogs, ap- — 
plication blanks and other information about Dana may be 
secured from: Admissions Counsélor, Dana College, Blair, 
Nebraska. 


_ The Morning Star of the 


Reformation 
By Dorothy C. Haskin 


yan in a black robe sat at a desk near an open 

Ww, the last fading light of day across his parch- 
All day long Wycliffe had carefully read his 

copy of the New Testament, thought, puzzled_ 
yrayed. Then believing he had the exact word, 

: arefully wrote it down. He was translating the 
into the language of the English people because 
lieved, “As all believers must stand before the 

ent seat of Christ to give account of the talents 
mitted to them, so all should rightly know these 
ts and their use, in order that they may know how 
der account of them.” 

n Wycliffe lived a hectic public life, yet, found 
to translate, with the help of two friends, the 

Bible into English. It took him about twenty-two 

to complete the task. When finished, he had 
d men to make copies of the English version. It 

ybout ten months to make a handwritten copy 

rinting was then unknown in England). Those 

could not buy a copy would pay to read it and 
often several loads of hay were paid for one single 
of the Bible. 

is fitting that Wycliffe’s life and work be con- 
‘ed on October 26, 1958, which is commemorated 
eformation ada in many Protestant Churches, 

e he is called “The Morning Star of the Refor- 
a.” Of him, Merle d’Aubigne, the Genevian his- 
yn and iheblogiat! said, “If Luther and Calvin are 
fathers of the Reformation, Wycliffe is its grand- 


ion; the revolt against the worldliness of t the clergy, 
pall for purity of life and the return from the tra- 


| eing the Porerumtier of the greatest religious up- 
heaval in history was not easy but Wycliffe declared 
his willingness to serve Christ to the utmost when he 


HE ANSGAR LU 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


wrote, “I know from the evangelical faith 
christ with his blows can only destroy th 
Christ, for whose cause I fight, can destro 


for their own “benefit.” ‘i . na 

So great was Wycliffe’s grasp eae 
of Gaunt, Powerful son of Edward III « 
father of Henry IV) became his pro 
Later the good queen, Anne of Bohemi 
II was influenced by Wycliffe, ‘embrac Ta 

John Huss, ese of the ‘Bohemian = 


ed by Wycliffe’s. SSO, and Re his 
portant doctrines; that Holy Writ was 
of faith and the elect are the only tru 
success of German Protestantism under 
of Martin Luther was due, in part, to 
laid by Wycliffe. And Knighton, one of cl 
versaries, while bemoaning his work, a -. 
John Wycliffe has laid the Gospel more open t 
and to women who can read than it was: for: 
the most learned clergy.” — ern 
His teachings were so widespread hth 
organized a band of itinerant preachers 
or “Poor Priests” to preach the -Gospe 
men of meager schooling, others were Ox <fo 
cliffe trained them himself, nee over | 
tracts for their use. 
ee wore fone, russet wool | robes, 


ing in the ml eae. aes sq 
and gardens. iereandss they wo 
to whomever was interested. 

Such an earnest, enthusiastic yu 
without its martyrs. After wy: fe 
passed forbidding anyone to p 
and a number who ‘persisted i : 
at the stake. ; 

Wycliffe, himself, was bo: 


1374 Edward III gave him the parish of Lut- 
poe he hi canes served the rest of his life. 


ate that mie think he was sais eeinal of 
hh priest of whom his contemporary Chaucer 
ES “Rich of holy thought and work.” 


I my Ber biliert Tears it ee impos- 
Wycliffe that a hierarchy seeking worldly pow- 
sometimes two or three men claiming to be 
could be the Church of God. Thus in 1365 
elped Edward III resist payment of the tribute 
by Innocent III. In 1374 he accompanied John 


, such as appointment of foreign clergy to parishes 
they were even vacated. He denounced the 


nd forgive sin. This prompted him to expose 
1 and lax lives of the priests and to translate 


vities brought upon him the ill will of the 
For years the authorities sought to silence 
early as 1366, he was hired by King John as 
} jaris post elericum, a cleric in _ the service es 


> x, ee to appear hare a council of 
He appeared, 


oe ey arguing with ihe spectators, a fight 
d the bishop adjourned the meeting. 


iffe was not free from danger. Charges 


The chancellor refused to 
“Once more he was summoned to ap- 
n, before the bishop’s assembly, to defend 


forced its way in from the street, shouting that there 
would be no Inquistion in England. Once more Wycliffe 
was freed. However, there was so much agitation over 
him that the University decided he should stop teach- 
ing, and he retired to Lutterworth, to continue his — 
translation of the Bible, and to supervise the work of — 


the Lollards. 


ae 


He lived there in comparative quiet until ‘December 
28, 1384 when he attended Mass and suffered a paralytic — 


stroke. Three days later he died and was buried. 


However, his influence continued to be felt to such 
an extent that thirty years later the Roman Church 
Council of Constance declared him a heretic, and his 
bones were ordered removed from consecrated ground. — 
The command went unheeded for over twenty years, — 
but finally the Roman authorities dug up his remains, 
burnt them and scattered his ashes in the River Swift. — 
This gesture was immortalized as symbolic by the poet a 


Wordsworth: : 


As thou these aise little brook, wilt bear 
Into the Avon, Avon to the tide | 

Of Severn, Severn to the narrow seas, 

Into the main ocean they, this deed accurst 
An emblem yields to friends and enemies, 
How the bold teacher’s doctrine, sanctified 


. By truth, shall spread throughout the world dis- z 


naveed. 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


NOW IS THE TIME 


1. TO ORGANIZE YOUR EVERY YOUTH VISITA~ : 
TION FOR YOUR Y.E.S. PROGRAM IN COOPERA- | — 


TION WITH YOUR CONGREGATION’S STEW ah 
SHIP COMMITTEE. 


2.TO MAIL YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO “ONE” 


MAGAZINE TO CHRISTIAN YOUTH PUBLICA- | 
TIONS, 422 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, MINNEAPO- | 


LIS 15, MINN. 


3. TO REGISTER FOR YOUR GET ACQUAINTED > 
- RALLY (IF YOUR’S HAS NOT BEEN HELD), AN 
TO ARRANGE FOR TRANSPORTATION. 


4.TO PLAN YOUR CHRISTMAS CHIMES SALES. a7 
CAMPAIGN, AND TO PLACE YOUR ORDER WITH ~ 
LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE, BLAIR, NE-~ 


BRASKA. 


5. TO HELP GATHER CLOTHING AND SHOES 3 FOR : 


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF. 


'6.TO MAKE A 
LEAGUE TO LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION. 


7. TO ORDER YOUR POCKET TESTAMENT MOVE- 


MENT MATERIALS AND YOUR SUPPLY OF — 


THE 1959 “UNITING WORD.” 


8. TO START SAVING MONEY SO YOU CAN AT- | — 
TEND THE 1959 LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION | — 


AT DANA COLLEGE, BLAIR, NEBRASKA, AU- 
GUST 27-30. 


GOOD CONTRIBUTION AS kg 


a 
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BY THE FIRESIDE | 
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THIS IS MY LIFE 


This is my life; I did not write the script; 
The plot was made by a far greater Mind. 


I would not turn aside from destiny; 


VERY COLORFUL COFFINS 

BE HAD 

Illinois Funeral Directors Asso- 
m recently held their 78th annual 
fention in Chicago. 

In a tour of exhibits, it became ap- 
t that both coffins and hearses 
coming more colorful! 

¢ ne salesman said: “Colorwise cas- 
eet sets are changing. Lighter colors and 
pastel shades are more popular now. 
le there is a trend toward tapes- 
pe materials.” 

ther salesman called attention to 
10st expensive burial receptacle. 
; our cast bronze sarcophagus,” he 
“It retails for about $28,000. We 


third salesman said: “You'll 
that more hearses are being 
in light colors. They’re getting 
from gray and black.” 
erprising men and women can 
e caskets and hearses very color- 
but they are utterly helpless to 
e the color of death itself. It is 
black, and black is described as 
absence of color. There is no 
color in the blackness of darkness. 
_ How much color can any man in- 
ie ct into this divine decree, “It is 
binted unto men once to die,. but 
r this the judgment?” (Heb. 9: 


wr the believer, the Lord Himself 
changed the color of death. He 
introduced the beautiful blue of 
en to which the believer’s spirit 
soul depart, plus the golden glory 
His blessed presence. 

he Apostle Paul delighted in this 
wledge to the point where he 
he was “willing rather to be 
ent with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 
gain he said: “to depart and be 
Christ; which is far better” 


ae Thy gentle hand has been placed over mine, 

eo, Has covered up my faults, and made them naught; 
Whatever I have dreamed, whatever wrought, 

L I owe to Thee, O Lord. So ill equipped 

Reg To do my task, I place my life in Thine, 

ae” And only ask that I may always find 

Some place, however humble, to serve Thee. 


—May Leetham Brown 


1 


“The sting of death is sin,” but the 
Lord has removed that for believers 
by being “made sin for us. . . that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

A colorful casket is all right in its 
place, so is a colorful hearse; but the 
only thing that puts color in death 
itself is personal faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is victor over death 
and the grave; and who welcomes 


_ every departing believer to be with 


Him. —Now. 
LAZARUS 
by Leroy A. Winters 
When the Master called, 
“Come forth,” Lazarus obeyed— 
As a love gift from God 
To his sisters who’d prayed. 


Or perhaps ’twas for love-hungry men, 
Lost in sin, 

That some might be led 
To seek Jesus, through him. 


Dukes, Michigan. 


WHY TROUBLE THE MASTER? 


By James P. Massey 

To some it seemed that there was 
no hope. The girl was dead. Doctors 
had tried and failed. The father and 
mother were greatly concerned, be- 
cause they loved their daughter very 
much. Jairus, hearing that Jesus was 
near, sought Him out and falling at 
His feet, besought Him to come and 
heal the girl. As they neared the 
home, one came and asked the ques- 
tion, “Why troublest thou the Master 
any further?” 

The Master is never troubled when 
He is needed. He was tired after hay- — 
ing taught many people all day in a 
desert. The discipes were concerned — 
about His weariness, and asked Him 


to send the mutitude away. | 
saw a need. People were hun 
He could and did feed them. It 
trouble for Him. aa | 

He told the penitent Zacchaeus t! 
“the Son of Man is come to see 
to save that which was lost.” TE 
His business. The girl was 
point of death” and must be 
If there was trouble, it was 
into joy for Him when He 


is forgotten when we can 
accomplished for others. 


deepest spiritual comfort to — 
was He who told Jairus, ‘ 
afraid, only believe.” 
titude was weeping, 
strengthened. 


He told Mary and Martha, 
er shall live again,” ~ and I 
enough. And His voice is a 
us. 


“To whom shall we go? 
the words of eternal life.” ‘ 


Fe 


peace. 
away from Jesus l 
power and authority, H 
troubled Him for the things He vy 
them to have. “; 


It pays eternal dividends { 
Him. He tells us that iss 
shall have eternal life. 


ever stands ean to nebo 
need. 


to see a parade, but t 
rather late and Mary | 
what she could of it t 
gap between adults in 
On the way home a neig 
her with “Hello, Mary! D 
the parade?” “at Se 

“Well, Mrs. Blake, eo Mar ry 
“I did a lot of looking, but 
ae seeing. 3 ee 4 Aan 


mer was going Wey 
summers are - getti 


time,’ » the maid 
that way ver | 
Gulf oy 


United Evangelical Lutheran 
is in dire need of more pas- 


our last convention, at Blair, 
aska, we received fourteen new 
yy ordination or transfer. It 
far the largest number of 
accepted at any convention in 
ole history of our synod. Yet 
‘about ten per cent of all our 
gations are without a shepherd. 
yy congregations, in eighteen 
are at present (or will soon 
nt. They are: : 


ae Warrens, Wis. 
Savior’s, Racine, Wis. 
glish Lutheran, Avoca, Iowa 
ee Marcus, Iowa, and Geth- 
mane, Oyens, Iowa 
ethany, Viborg, South Dakota 
; Lutheran, Blair, Nebr. 
benezer, Curtis, Nebr. 
annebrog Lutheran and Dry 
reek, Dannebrog, Nebr. 
areth, Davy, Nebraska 
thany, Lindsay, Nebraska — 
ezer, Oaks, Oklahoma 
lim, Petaluma, California 

thany, Dickson, Alberta 

. Paul’s, Olds, Alberta 


immediate prospects to fill this 
need are very slim. Trinity 

ry expects this coming spring 
& four men, but ONLY ONE 

to enter the parish ministry 
Brately. Of the three others one 
to return to the mission field 
rica and two plan to do post- 
e work. 


2 in Sight From Other Places 
ar as I know no member of the 
°c. will be graduated this spring 
er Lutheran Seminaries in 


ica or Canada 
we have in sight only one new 
for the eighteen vacant parish- 
by the time he will be or- 
the number of vacant con- 
ions will most likely have in- 


; 4 
r can we look forward to the 
peteer as a cure for all our 


to a expected that more 
ry small number of our 
will merge with con- 
one of the other synods. 


A MATTER THAT DEEPLY 
% CONCERNS US ALL 


By Paul C. Nyholm 


_ And both the E.L.C. and the A.L.C., 


the two bodies with whom our synod 
will unite, have a great shortage of 
pastors. 

The present lack of ministers is 
therefore a serious matter that deeply 
concerns us all. 

* *k * 
A Kaj Munk Story 

Kaj Munk, the martyred Danish 
pastor, tells in one of his books about 
a meeting at which a congregation fac- 
ed a difficult situation. The parisn 
pastor said: 

“As far as I can see, we have now 
nothing whatsoever to do but to turn 
to God.” 

Hearing this a woman spoke up: 

“Has it really gone that far!” 

* e * 
A “Blessing in Disguise?” 

We are now in our synod face to 
face with a serious shortage of pas- 
tors. 

What are we to do? 

We should turn to God and trust 
Him! 

And what does He then want us to 
do? 

May be God has “a blessing in 
disguise” for us. Perhaps He wants 
us to make fuller use of the third 
great principle of the Lutheran Refor- 
mation, “the spiritual priesthood of 
all believers.” We need to realize that 
each Christian should not only be “an 
assistant pastor” but a pastor! It was 
to “lay people” that the Apostle Peter 
wrote: 

“You ARE a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood—that you may declare the 
wonderful deeds of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.” 

If you and I have been called into 
God’s “marvelous light” and now are 
God’s children we are pastors. But we 
are useful pastors only when we are 
willing to be built by God’s Spirit 
“Into a spiritual house, TO BE a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sac- 
rifices.” (1 Peter 2:9 and 5) 

n * & 
We Are Climbing a Winding Stairway 

In many of our congregations our 
lay people do not as readily testify 
about God’s “wonderful deeds” as was 
the case some years ago. But I believe 
there will be more of it in the future. 

History moves forward like a man 
climbing a winding stairway. We 


- never return to the place where we 


have been before as does a swinging 
(Continued on page 15) 


°°,.- 0 have never seen such 
@ useful compilation as 
the present one.’ 

—ALBERT HYMA, University of Michigan. 


WHAT LUTHER SAYS 


‘Compiled by Ewald M. Plass 


TO MAKE IT EASY for every 
Lutheran household to read 
*‘Luther’’ in his own words 
and be inspired by him, this 
magnificent 3-volume an- 
thology is being offered at 
an attractive pre-publication 
saving of $5.00. 


Here at long last at your finger 


tips—for the first time in English | 


—is a one-source treasure house 
of spiritual gems from the com- 
plete writings of Martin Luther. 


10 years in the making, this 
handsome anthology brings to- 
gether, for the first time any- 
where in the English-speaking 
world, more than 5,100 
selections on 200 subjects of prac- 
tical concern, all alphabetically 
and topically arranged for quick 
and easy reference. 


Again and again you will turn 
to the 200-subject index to see 
‘“‘“what Luther says.’’ Unfailingly 


you will come away richerin mind | 


and spirit and aglow with new- 
found insights and inspiration. 
For to read Luther himself is 


sheer delight and an experience | 


you can enjoy over and oyer again 


down through the years—with 


this de luxe 3-volume set gracing 


your personalhomelibrary. WHAT | 


LUTHER SAYS also deserves a 
prominent place in your church 
and local public library. 


&5 Pre-Publication Saving 
Before Dee. 15. 1958....$20.00 
After Dee. 15, 1958...... $25.00 

FREE ON REQUEST 


e Gift Announcement Folder 
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Previously acknowledged 417.82 
- Reedley, Calif., Ebenezer Luth, Church for Synodical Quota P 300.00 
Atlantic, Ia., Given to LWA in memory of Mrs. S. L. Larsen by her husband 18.50}| 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Mrs. H. C. Jacobsen in mem. of Miss Anna Lange, Elk Horn, for Sudan Miss. 5.00} 
Ta., Nazareth Luth. Church for Japan Mission. ? 25.91 

h. Church for Synodical Quota $1,000, Forward Phase $392, LWA $608.. 2000.00 
Mrs. Leonard Jensen and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Christensen, Glidden, Ia., t 


oux City, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. 
_ Greenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Ev. uth. S. S. fer Japan Mission 
Trufant, Mich., St. Thomas Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
~ §t. Thomas Ladies Aid for Sudan Mission 
Webster Groves, Mo., Bethany Ev. Luth, Church for Synodical Quota 
van, Minn., Mrs. Nels Anderson in memory of her husband, Nels G, Ande 
America Mission 
‘estby, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Peter Andersen and Marie for South America Mission. ..............000 
‘remont, Nebr., First Luth. S. S., pupils of Mrs. Robert Jorgensen's class, to be used toward 
ipport of Evangelist, Kefus, of the Sudan Mission: 
re, North Dakota, Given by Mrs. Clara Peterson and Mrs. Freda Melland in memory of 
Ernest Larson for Foreign Missions 
oklyn, Wis., Brooklyn Luth. Church given when Donald Wahlgren spoke there. For Su- 


ea Tei  MIASGA OTL. Sec cc a> soo-avaas> ain snes sucearakcsers scar avtveeneleseitaasobreaagaotanctestore acsensyedterssenfe 
‘Milltown, Wis., Milltown Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
e, Wis., Gethsemane Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
thsemane Danish Ladies Aid for Missionary Mr. Wilburforce $150 
-o Valley, Calif., Faith Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
adena, Calif.. Bethany Guild for Japan Mission 
( rn, Ila., Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Hansen in memory of Miss Anna Lange for School Fund 
liton, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ; 
, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Church for Synodical Quota... settee testes teeseteeeneeeetes 


nd, Ore., Given anonymously in memory of Donna Jean DeFreitas for S. Amer. Miss... 
Wis., Emmaus Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
yon, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Mission Circle for Sudin Mission $15, Japan Mission $10.... 
Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church for Pastor Lyle Kohlers’ travel expense to Africa. 
lan Mission : 
le, Mich., Given by Pastor and Mrs. C. E. Jensen for a seminary student in Nigeria, 
Ble Ae SOTA TA CLES OTN Leaves ca teneh caags orange Fatah so Thee Nr rea cng sav os Ned suanuyseeadial Bosh everrasnnscp tries atts temo 
Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. N. T. Lund for LWA 
ford, S. Dak., Mr. and Mrs. Jim Feddersen and Mr. and Mrs, A. P. Sorensen in memory 
of Jim Nissen for Foreign Missions : ; 
ip Douglas, Wis., Chaplain and Mrs. L. Gudmund C. Pedersen, Tomah, Wis., in memory of 
is. Alice Andreasen, Ringsted, Ia., for School Fund .. : 
wn, Wis., Milltown Busy Bees in memory of Mrs. Marianna Michaelson for Home Miss. 
gton Island, Wis., Trinity Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota : 


Rig TOTALS 


Blair, Nebraska, October 18, 1958. _ ES ae 


BOOK REVIEWS — six on the Lord’s Prayer and the others all simple and to th 
Beekd: Te¥iewed-. may” he’/ purchased ‘from on different aspects of prayer, the au- ry a dynamic “mess: g 
Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. thor has some very helpful words to tlie 
ERS OF THE REFORMERS all readers. In our busy world we may fi - , 
mpied - by Clyde Manschreck, tend to favor Martha, who is so busy, — F 


a 


berg Press, 182 pages, $2.50. rather than Mary who took time to _ EUCHARIST AND SAC 
_ These prayers are mostly written by sit at the feet of Jesus. This book is — Gustaf Aulen, Muhler 
her and Calvin. A few other men a good corrective. } pages, $3.50. A 
ave been included such as John < 
< and Melanchton. The prayers REPENT OR ELSE. By Vande Hav- 
all the different problems of ner, Fleming H. Revell Company, 121 re he 
life and the church. We are pages, $2.00. x ; the different churc aie the. / 
y will be appreciated by many This book has 12 sermons on the cal discussions. a i: 
e ‘Christians. * Soh book of Revelations. The first seven | length the views: er 
: 2 are based on the seven letters to the of The Reformation 2 
D TEACH US TO PRAY. By churches. Three are based on texts of the New Testa 
McFatridge, Broadman Press, in the Book of Revelation. The last of the fe ee 
ges, $1.75. two have the themes: What is a Great he book 
12 chapters of prayer, the first Church, and Jesus is Lord. They are -H. Wahlstrom. 


ever NEWS AND NOTES The treasurer’s report was accepted 
BeGarithiusd’-from page) and approved. Receipts for the Gen- 
eral Fund were as follows: Dues, 

7 “Results and Fruits of $382.20, Life memberships, $296.75. 
ganizing W.O.C.” Mrs. Harlan Pe- Santal, Sudan, S. Am., Japan : and» 
urg, Mrs. Dan Hansen and Mrs. Oaks missions, Ebenezer, L.W.A Dana 
Lawson made up the panel and and for Miss Paulsen’s support, $871.99. par 

Total $1,550.94. re 


a Life Memiberships, — 
missions, hospital at Numan, chapel _ 


at 
2 


ee ; 
- statist al secretary, Mrs, S. R. 
of Hutchinson, reported a 
ip of $1,434, indicating an 
; There were 22 societies, a 
of one, and. Junior Mission 


emberships had been given. 
president, Mrs. Neve, Mill- 
eported on circuit rallies. A 
of about 430 ladies had attended 
allies and they had heard 
ertrude Sovik who is with the 
Germany, Miss Helen Dan- 
ev. Jack Jacobsen and Rev. 
Ellingson, E.L.C. missionary to 


following recommendations were 

the support of Miss Ilean 
prayers and salary, as weil 
ls to the hospital where she 
uman), $900 from the Mis- 
und divided equally between 
n, Santal, Sudan and South 
. missions, $50 each to the 
a Lutheran Welfare and Stu- 
Fundation, $10 to each of the 
asin Lutheran Welfare and Stu- 
oundation and % of the con- 
on offering for Miss Paulsen’s 


Delbert Jensen, Evan, was 


was reelected 


> secretary. 
Leonard Jensen, 


Springfield, 


ere elected to their respective 
Pa957. 

Paul Lindell, field secretary of 
rld Mission Prayer League, was 
pei ae and delivered a very 


1d. He has traveled extensively 
untries and painted a vivid 
of many of the missions where 
oving hand of God” is demon- 


NEED MORE PASTORS 
tinued from page 13) 
met we often discard 4 


in similar Fiske: 
_ of the church ideas and 


Albert Lea and Hutchinson. - 


The present shortage of pastors may 
by God’s mysterious providence be 
helpful in reviving a needed appre- 
ciation of lay activity. 

In this connection it is significant 
to note that several Lutheran bodies 
in America have begun to make more 
use of lay people in the program of 
the Church, and that Wartburg Sem- 
inary in Dubuque, Iowa, has been 
designated as a place to train lay peo- 
ple for more efficient Christian serv- 
ice. 

* * * 
What a Great American 
Lay Leader Said 

Work done by lay people may he 
of great value but we dare not forget 
that even the best development of 
lay activity would not be sufficient 
to meet the needs of the Church. One 
of the greatest lay leaders in the 
modern history of the Church, the 
late American John R. Mott, has 
pointed out that the whole history 
of the Church indicates clearly that 
there is a direct connection between 
advance in the Church and the num- 
ber and the quality of her pastors, 
the men who have received a special 
call and a particular training in order 
that they may give all their time in 
the service of the Church. 

* * & 

How May We Get More Pastors? 

We need pastors. 

How shall we get them? 

The most important means is prayer. 

Think of Scripture passages such as 
these: 

“You ask and do not receive, be- 
cause you ask wrongly.” —James 4:3 

“If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask whatever you will, 
and it shall be done for you” —John 
15:7 

“Pray therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest to send out laborers in his har- 
aa —Matth. 9:38 

*k ££ F 
Marvelous Opportunities 

If Christ lived. among us today he 
probably would express himself still 
stronger than he did 1900 years ago 
in Palestine, when he said: 

“Lift up your eyes, and see how 
the fields are already white for har- 
vest” —John 4:35. “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few” 
—Matth. 9:37. 

Millions of people in America are 
consciously or subconsciously waiting 
for an invitation to join a Christian 
congregation. New opportunities for 
pastors to enter into specialized forms 
of service are constantly being in- 
creased (military chaplains, hospital 
chaplains, college professors, directors 
of institutions, etc.). -And the call 
from foreign fields is overwhelming. 

In this year of 1958 we should never 
be satisfied by simply holding our 


own, by filling the vacancies as they 3 
occur in our congregations. We must — 
advance also, both at home and a- 
broad. 

To this end we are in desperate 
need of more pastors. Without new 
workers both our home mission and 
our foreign missions will be retarded, 

* *e 


Let Us Not Forget Thanksgiving! 


Let us-thank God for the pastors 
we have and for our theological stu- 
dents. Including interns Wartburg — 
Theological Seminary at Dubuque, Ia., 
has at present over two hundred st 
dents (220), of which the 20 are in 
Trinity Seminary. Let us also in our 
prayers remember the young men se i 
are preparing for the ministry at Dana — 
College, at Saskatoon, Canada, and at 4 
other places. 

But there is need for many, many 
more pastors. : 


“Pray therefore the Lord of the 


harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
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PRAYERS OF 
THE REFORMERS 


By Clyde Manschreck 


Here at prayer are the great Reformers of 
the 16th century—Calvin, Cranmer, Luther, 
Melanchthon, Coverdale and others—in a 
historic collection of prayers, many of 
which have been translated into English for — 
the first time. 208 pages, $2.50. 


SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK 


By Rita F. Snowden 


For all who have faith and want more of it, 
these 39 beautifully written brief messages | 
on the common everyday things are full of 

tich meaning. Glimpses into the lives 
of Schweitzer, Hanns Lilje, Kagawa, 
Eisenhower and others provide fresh Chris- 


tian insight. 132 pages, $1.95. : 
eA 
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CAPITOL UNIVE 


GIFT ITEMS 


ADVENT RING 


No finer way to prepare for Christmas than to use 
an Advent-piece or Wreath in your home. You'll en- 
joy using this unique German import both for the 
Advent Season and also during the holidays as a strik- 
ing centerpiece. Four dainty angels are mounted on 
a bright red base. 4” high. 6” diameter. 


No. 2116 


$2.50 


No. 2116 


TINY CRIB 


This tiny nativity set wil delight any child! It is 
made in the Iitalian Tyrol and hand-painted in bright 
colors. Two child figures are kneeling in adoration 
of the Baby Jesus. The star on the roof completes the 
scene. 342” long. 


No. 2804 


No. 2804 


NOAH’S ARK 


Meet Mr. and Mrs. Noah and eight pairs of animals 
complete with the Ark! Because the little hand-paint- 
ed figures can be kept inside the Ark, they are not 
easily lost. Children love this kind of toy ... and it 
makes an ideal Sunday School aid for small children. 
Made in the Tyrolean Alps. 5” long. 


No. 1630 $ .85 


a. 
ate | 


No. 1630 


WOOD PLATE 


F 
Always a popular gift! These attractive 8” wood | 
las not only make an interesting wall decoration | 
ut also have meaningful texts hand-painted on them. | 
They are of select cherrywood and nicely painted. . 

No. 643 God Bless Our Home I 
No. 644 Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 
i 


No. 645 No Matter Where I Serve My Guests 
No. 646 “Bless This House 


$1.00 each 


No. 643 


To those who have received Catalog 20 from Lutheran Publishing 
House—Please insert this corrected ad for Page 144 in the Gift Items sec- 


tion in your catalog. If you have not received your new catalog please 
write for one and it will be sent by return mail. 


Pupusnine House 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA. 
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LITURGICAL FRILLS — Z { 


(From page 8) 4 


low The Book” to the very le 
punctuation, rhythm, etc? 


Let it be heard, even if stated b} 
old layman, that sincere spiritual! 
in our congregations, if that is v 
we want, is definitely not achieve 
introduction of more liturgy, no 


1 
ter how perfect to the letter it is ; 
dered, rather the opposite. Non 


Christians can so easily be taugh 
close their eyes, bow their head | 
“Follow The Book” and still rer 
in their sin. Let us not put the: 
before the horse. In TAL of Mi 
15, 1948, Pastor J.P.M. Magnw 
has an article in which he point 
what he terms the most needed ini 
Churches, namely, revival meet; 
I certainly concur with him, Sayg 
“We have specialists in nearly e% 
branch, why not also have an e¢ 
gelist specially gifted for that alll 
portant work? As yet we have r. 
and it is my prediction that we m 
will have. i | 


May I in closing point to the I 
Mission Movement in Denmark 
had no liturgy in its assemblies; 
no hymnal containing 296 pa 
liturgical materials, etc., yet, an 
haps for that reason, the Holy S§ 
was mightily at work. Freque 
great revivals swept the country 
ple were actually converted 
a saving faith in a Saving 
shall always be grateful to I 
sion in Denmark. We used to 
ourselves that our Synod de 
from the Inner Mission in De 
but with the new liturgy in 
into our churches, what are 
where are we? 


pa oes 


La 


wag 
lM 
OO - 


ihe? pgm 46 


° 


> or 


5S 


es 


fe. TR 
4 
* 


“rT 


— 


Editor’s note: We invite nt 
people to write who may ; 1 
with “An Old Layman.” May y¥ 
inform our Old Layman that t 
ner Mission in Denmark toda; 
plains that it no longer has r 
and that the Spirit is not y 
mightily among them. And 
Mission” has not added any ney 
sy to its meetings. | ioe ’ 

We believe that the new 
can be of great help to place 


message in a_ good and b 
frame. = 
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